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Topic 1: Developing a Strong Structure Against War Crimes
Introduction
War has always been a long-standing part of human history. Atrocities that infringe upon human rights during wartime are collectively known as war crimes. Although the International Humanitarian Law (otherwise known as the Laws of Armed Conflict) has repeatedly sought to regulate the conduct of war in efforts to maintain and limit the destructive effects of conflict, war crimes still appear in active conflict zones. The collection of evidence is difficult and rare, especially in regions of the world where instability runs rampant or witnesses and victims fear retaliation. The goal of the United Nations Human Rights Council is to monitor and survey these human rights violations, and to promote accountability for these actions. 

History
	After the events of World War II, the many atrocities committed during the war highlighted a need for international justice. Shortly thereafter, the first major prosecution for war crimes was established, known as the Nuremburg Trials (or Nuremburg Tribunal). This trial sought to prosecute and hold prominent Nazi figures accountable for their actions and contribution to the Nazi regime’s war crimes. During the trial, many high-ranking Nazi officials were successfully prosecuted, and punishment was judged before a panel of international judges representing the allies (predominantly the United States, United Kingdom, Soviet Union, and France). Following this, it was clear that an international system must be put in place in order to govern and prevent these horrific actions from being committed again. The Geneva Conventions were established post-WWII, and outlined the humane treatment of medical personnel, prisoners of war, and civilians during wartime. Despite these progress and improvements, the proper enforcement of these were still inconsistent. Decades later, further steps were taken to strengthen international accountability mechanisms. In 1998, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court was adopted, leading to the creation of the International Criminal Court (ICC) in 2002. These institutions marked significant progress in the development of international justice, though challenges regarding jurisdiction, enforcement, and state cooperation have continued to limit their effectiveness.

Current Situation
War crimes are still a big problem in modern conflicts despite the establishment of international laws. In modern conflicts, civilians are often the ones who bear the greatest burden of conflict. Some of the war crimes that have been committed include attacks on civilian infrastructure, displacement of civilians, torture, and rape. Some of the modern conflicts that are of concern include the conflict in Ukraine, Syria, and Sudan. One of the biggest problems that face the international community in modern conflicts is collecting evidence. Gathering evidence in conflict zones can be a big problem. Some of these conflicts are still ongoing, which means that collecting evidence can be a problem. In addition, not all countries that are involved in these conflicts are signatories to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. Therefore, one of the biggest problems that face the international community in modern conflicts is implementing international laws. Even after charges are brought before an international court, these courts cannot do anything without cooperation from member countries. Hence, one of the biggest problems that face the international community in modern conflicts is implementing international laws that all parties follow.

Questions to Consider
· What steps can be taken by the international community to enhance the documentation and investigation of war crimes in conflict zones?
· What steps can be taken to foster cooperation between countries and the International Criminal Court and other international legal institutions?
· What steps can be taken by international institutions to protect witnesses, victims, and investigators of war crimes?
· What is the role of the United Nations Human Rights Council in monitoring conflict situations and reporting human rights abuses?
· How can countries be held accountable for not cooperating with international institutions?
· What steps can be taken to prevent war crimes from occurring during conflict situations?



Topic 2: Protecting the Rights of LGBTQ+ Communities Globally
Introduction
In various parts of the world, people who identify themselves as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (known as LGBTQ+) often experience discrimination, violence, and prohibition of their rights due to their identification or sexuality. These have been recognized to be human rights issues since they involve the safety, health care, work, and equality of law of the concerned individuals. The international community has, over the past decades, recognized the protection of LGBTQ+ people to be a component of the universal human rights. The United Nations Human Rights Council has a responsibility to monitor the violation of the rights of LGBTQ+ people, raise awareness, and encourage the nations to respect the rights of the concerned communities.

History
Although the discourse on LGBTQ+ rights has been in existence for decades, the global acknowledgment of these rights as human rights has been a gradual process. One of the milestones in this journey was in 1948, when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was ratified, which established that all human beings are entitled to equal rights and freedoms without any kind of discrimination. Although sexual orientation and gender identity issues were not mentioned in this document, these principles formed part of the basis for advocating for LGBTQ+ rights. Over the years, various nations repealed their laws that prohibited homosexual relationships and implemented legislation that protected their citizens from discrimination. In 2006, a group of international human rights experts developed the Yogyakarta Principles, which clarified how existing international human rights laws could be applied to issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. The United Nations Human Rights Council also became more active in dealing with the issues, and they adopted several resolutions that condemned the violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. The formation of the UN Independent Expert on Protection Against Violence and Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity has been a major step towards the monitoring of the issues. Despite all the above, the legal protection varies around the globe.

Current Situation
Today, the status of the LGBTQ+ community varies depending on the region and the policies of the nation. While some nations have witnessed major developments in the status of the LGBTQ+ community, such as the implementation of anti-discrimination laws and the recognition of same-sex relationships, as well as the increased presence of LGBTQ+ individuals in society, in some parts of the world, the LGBTQ+ community still continues to face major issues and challenges, such as legal consequences for same-sex relationships and discrimination against the LGBTQ+ community. For instance, in some countries, same-sex relationships are still considered a crime, and individuals are often subjected to legal consequences such as jail sentences due to their sexual orientation. The LGBTQ+ community also faces discrimination in employment, education, healthcare, and housing. The issue of violence against transgender individuals also remains a major problem for the LGBTQ+ community. One of the major issues faced by the LGBTQ+ community is the lack of reports and data on the violation of the rights of the LGBTQ+ community. For instance, in some parts of the world, the victims are often reluctant to come forward and report the violation of their rights due to discrimination against the LGBTQ+ community. This is because the United Nations Human Rights Council, among other international organizations, continues to encourage dialogue among nations, raise awareness of the importance of human rights, and support measures to reduce discrimination against the LGBTQ+ community.

Questions to Consider
· How can governments improve legal protections from discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity?
· What role should international organizations play in addressing human rights violations perpetrated against LGBTQ+ individuals?
· How can education and public awareness programs reduce stigma and discrimination?
· What steps can be taken to provide equal access to healthcare, employment, and legal protections for LGBTQ+ individuals?
· How can the international community promote cooperation between nations with differing cultural and political beliefs about LGBTQ+ rights?
· What steps can be taken to improve documentation of violence and discrimination perpetrated against LGBTQ+ individuals?
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