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Topic 1: Protecting Endangered Heritage Sites From Climate Change
Introduction
Many of the world's most important cultural and natural heritage sites are under threat from climate change. Rising temperatures, stronger storms, and coastal erosion are damaging monuments, buildings, and landscapes that hold deep historical and cultural value. Once these sites are destroyed, they cannot be recovered. Some communities have already lost structures and artifacts that were central to their identity and history.
The challenge is that many of the countries where these sites are located do not have the funding or technical expertise to protect them. Local teams may lack the tools needed to repair damage or prevent future harm, leaving sites vulnerable. The committee must look at how the international community can step in to support these countries and ensure that heritage sites are protected before the damage becomes permanent.
History
The protection of cultural and natural heritage has been an international concern for decades. The 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention created a global list of sites considered to have outstanding universal value and established a framework for their protection. However, the convention was designed mainly to address threats like war, neglect, and urban development, not climate change.
As climate-related damage to heritage sites became more visible in the 2000s, UNESCO began updating its approach. Reports were published identifying which World Heritage Sites were most at risk, and member states were encouraged to include climate planning in how they managed these locations. Despite this, funding and action remained limited, and the pace of damage has continued to grow.
Current Situation/Discussion
Today, dozens of World Heritage Sites face serious climate-related threats. Coastal sites are at risk from flooding and rising sea levels. Sites in hot, dry regions are deteriorating faster due to extreme heat. Communities that rely on these sites for their cultural identity and tourism income are feeling the impact. In many cases, the countries most affected are the least equipped to respond.
Efforts to protect these sites require different solutions depending on the location. Some need physical barriers or structural repairs, while others need long-term conservation planning or better monitoring systems. A key issue is that wealthier countries have far more access to these resources than poorer ones. The committee must consider how funding and expertise can be shared more fairly, and how international organizations can better support countries that are struggling to protect their heritage.
Questions to Consider:
1. How should the international community decide which heritage sites to prioritize for protection when resources are limited?
1. What responsibilities do wealthier, higher-emission countries have toward lower-income nations whose heritage sites are being damaged by climate change?
1. How can local and Indigenous communities be included in decisions about how their heritage sites are protected?
1. What new funding mechanisms could be created to ensure that countries with limited resources can access the support they need?
1. How can technology such as digital documentation and early-warning systems be used to protect heritage sites, and how can access to these tools be made more equal?
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Topic 2: Global Efforts to Protect Indigenous Languages From Extinction
Introduction
Language is one of the most important parts of a community's identity. For Indigenous peoples, language carries history, traditions, and knowledge that is passed down through generations. When a language disappears, that knowledge is lost forever. Today, hundreds of Indigenous languages are at risk of extinction, with many having only a small number of elderly speakers remaining. Younger generations often grow up without learning these languages, which means they may be lost within a few decades.
Some communities and governments have started programs to teach and preserve these languages, but these efforts often face serious challenges. There may not be enough trained teachers, teaching materials, or funding to keep programs running. The committee must explore what policies and international support can help ensure that Indigenous languages survive and are spoken confidently by future generations.
History
The decline of Indigenous languages is closely connected to the history of colonization. In many parts of the world, colonial governments banned the use of Indigenous languages in schools and public life, forcing communities to adopt the language of the ruling power instead. In some countries, children were sent to residential schools where speaking their language was forbidden and punished. These policies broke the natural passing of language from one generation to the next, and the effects are still felt today.
Over time, international recognition of language rights has grown. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted in 2007, recognized the right of Indigenous communities to use and teach their own languages. UNESCO has also taken action, declaring the International Decade of Indigenous Languages from 2022 to 2032, calling on governments to increase support for language education and preservation programs.
Current Situation/Discussion
Despite more international attention, many Indigenous languages continue to decline. Communities with only a few remaining speakers face the urgent need to document their language before it is lost entirely. Recording vocabulary, grammar, and oral traditions can at least preserve a record for future generations, even if the language cannot be fully revived. Other communities with larger numbers of speakers have had more success using schools and community programs to pass the language on to younger people.
Funding remains one of the biggest barriers to progress. Language programs require trained teachers, written materials, and long-term commitment from governments, but support is often inconsistent. Digital tools such as language-learning apps, online dictionaries, and recorded archives have opened new ways for younger generations to engage with their languages. However, many Indigenous communities in remote areas do not have reliable internet access, making it difficult to benefit from these tools. The committee must look at how funding can be made more stable and how resources can reach communities that need them most.
Questions to Consider:
1. What responsibilities should national governments have to fund and support Indigenous language education programs?
2. How can the international community best support communities whose languages have only a small number of speakers remaining?
3.  How should Indigenous communities be involved in designing and running language preservation programs rather than having solutions imposed on them?
4.  What role can digital technology play in preserving Indigenous languages, and how can access to these tools be made more equal?
5. How can national school systems include Indigenous language instruction without placing too much pressure on already small speaker communities?
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