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Topic One: Reducing Tariffs on Green Technology

Introduction
	
As climate change accelerates, the global demand for green technology (such as solar panels, wind turbines, electric vehicles, and energy-efficient infrastructure) has had a significant
increase. However, access to these technologies remains uneven across the world. One major barrier is the high cost of importing green technology, which is often increased due to tariffs and other trade barriers imposed by states in order to protect domestic industries or generate
government revenue (World Trade Organization [WTO], 2023).

While reducing tariffs on green technology could make sustainable solutions more affordable and accessible, many countries believe that doing so could harm local manufacturers, increase foreign competition, and destabilize domestic markets. Developing countries may also lack the capacity to compete with large exporters of green technology. It is important to balance
environmental responsibility with economic protection to ensure that tariff reductions support sustainability without creating unfair trade practices or economic disruption.
Definitions:
Green Technology:
Technology designed to reduce environmental damage and promote sustainability, including renewable energy systems, low-emission transportation, and energy-efficient industrial equipment (International Energy Agency [IEA], 2022).
Tariff
A tax imposed on imported goods, often used to protect domestic industries or raise government revenue (WTO, 2023).
Environmental Goods
Products that contribute to environmental protection and/or resource management, such as solar panels, wind turbines, and pollution-control equipment (IEA, 2022).

History / Context:
Efforts to reduce tariffs on green technology have existed for over a decade. One of the most notable initiatives was the Environmental Goods Agreement (EGA), launched in 2014 by a group of WTO members. The goal of the EGA was to eliminate tariffs on a list of environmentally beneficial products, leading to the encouraging global adoption of green technology. Despite initial progress, negotiations stalled in 2016 due to disagreements over which products should qualify and concerns from developing nations about protecting emerging domestic industries (IEA, 2022). 

Historically, tariffs have played an important role in helping countries industrialize and protect key sectors. However, in the context of climate change, high tariffs on green technology have increasingly been viewed as contradictory to global environmental commitments, including those outlined in the Paris Agreement. This tension between environmental cooperation and economic sovereignty remains a central challenge for the WTO.

Current Situation / Discussion
Today, tariffs on green technology vary widely between countries. Some developed nations have reduced or eliminated tariffs to encourage clean energy transitions, while many developing states still impose high import duties due to fiscal dependence on tariffs or concerns about domestic job losses (World Bank, 2023). As a result, green technology often remains unaffordable in regions that could benefit from it the most.
At the same time, global demand for green technology is rising rapidly, creating opportunities for economic growth, innovation, and job creation. Delegates must consider whether targeted tariff
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reductions, exemptions for least-developed countries, or international support mechanisms could help balance environmental goals with economic stability

Questions to Consider
1. How do tariffs affect the affordability and accessibility of green technology worldwide?
2. Should developing countries be treated differently from developed countries when reducing tariffs on green technology?
3. How can the WTO promote sustainability while respecting national economic priorities?
4. What role can international cooperation play in preventing unfair competition in green technology markets?
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Topic Two: Strengthening the WTO’s Ability to Resolve Trade Disputes

Introduction
The WTO’s dispute settlement system is often described as the backbone of the global trading system. It provides a structured process through which countries can resolve trade disagreements peacefully and legally. However, in recent years, this system has faced significant challenges, including lengthy delays, enforcement difficulties, and declining trust among member states (Bown & Irwin, 2019).
When disputes take years to resolve, businesses face uncertainty, global markets become unstable, and political tensions between states can intensify. Strengthening the WTO’s ability to resolve trade disputes efficiently, transparently, and fairly is therefore essential to maintaining confidence in the international trading system.

History / Context
Since its establishment in 1995, the WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) has handled
hundreds of trade disputes, ranging from agricultural subsidies to industrial tariffs. For many
years, the system was praised for its predictability and impartiality. However, disagreements over judicial authority and enforcement led to a major crisis in 2019, when the WTO Appellate Body became largely non-functional due to a lack of appointed judges (WTO, 2022).
As a result, some countries have been able to appeal panel rulings “into the void,” effectively avoiding enforcement. This has weakened the credibility of the WTO and encouraged states to pursue unilateral trade measures, increasing the risk of trade wars and economic instability.

Current Situation / Discussion

Today, many WTO members agree that reform is necessary, but consensus on how to proceed remains limited. Some countries support restoring and reforming the Appellate Body, while others argue for alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, such as mediation or arbitration. Developing countries often express concern that the current system is too complex and resource-intensive, making it difficult for them to defend their interests effectively (World Bank, 2023).
Delegates must explore ways to make dispute resolution faster, more accessible, and more
transparent, while preserving fairness and respecting national sovereignty. A strong and trusted dispute settlement system is essential to reducing global trade tensions and ensuring long-term economic stability.

Questions to Consider
1. Why is an effective dispute resolution system important for global trade stability?
2. How can the WTO reduce delays in resolving trade disputes?
3. What reforms could make the system more accessible for developing countries?
4. How can stronger dispute resolution mechanisms prevent future trade conflicts?
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