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Topic 1: Regulating Sanction of Third-World Countries. 

Introduction

Economic Sanctions are among the most frequently used tools of the UNSC to maintain international peace and security. Under Article 41 of the United Nations Charter, the UNSC may impose measures not involving the use of armed forces, including both economic and diplomatic sanctions (United Nations, 1945). Sanctions are diplomatic tools intended to pressure governments or other non-state actors to alter behavior that threatens international stability, such as human rights violations, nuclear proliferation, or general acts of aggression. Whilst sanctions can sometimes be effective in influencing political leadership, they often can produce unintended, negative, humanitarian consequences. Especially in developing countries and emerging economies, economic sanctions can worsen poverty, restrict access to food and medicine, damage infrastructure, and disproportionately impact civilians rather than political elites and other responsible parties (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [OCHA], 2021). This topic will challenge delegates on their ability to examine how sanctions can remain effective whilst minimizing harm to vulnerable civilian populations. This committee should consider the utilization of targeted sanctions, monitoring systems, phased relief mechanisms, and coordination with regional authorities.

History
Following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990, the UNSC imposed comprehensive sanctions through Resolution 661 (United Nations Security Council, 1990). While these sanctions aimed to pressure the Iraqi government under Saddam Hussein, they led to severe humanitarian ramifications, including widespread food shortages, and deteriorating public health systems. Reports indicated a significant level of civilian suffering, particularly among children (OCHA, 2021). Sanctions imposed on Iran in response to its nuclear program included financial restrictions and comprehensive arms embargos. These measures were gradually revoked following the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (United Nations Security Council, 2015). This case study demonstrates how sanctions can be paired with diplomatic negotiation and phased relief to achieve lasting and sustainable progress. Since the early 2000s, the UNSC has shifted towards more targeted sanctions such as travel bans, asset freezes, and trade embargos. Experts suggest that targeted sanctions reduce humanitarian harm compared to non-discriminating economic embargos (Targeted Sanctions Consortium, 2016). Today, sanction remain central to the UNSC’s daily operations and are frequently used to address ongoing conflicts in North Korea, Somalia, Ukraine, and Sudan. Despite this, enforcement challenges still exist. Delegates must also consider geopolitical divisions, the role of regional authorities, and how the enforcement of sanctions may differ depending on a country’s level of development.


Questions to Consider:
1) How can the UNSC improve monitoring and enforcement methods?
2) Should sanctions always include clear benchmarks for removal?
3) How can diplomatic engagement complement sanction policy?
4) How can sanctions be designed to target political or military actors more precisely whilst reducing humanitarian impacts.

Topic 2: Preventing the Growth of Nuclear and Chemical Weapons
Introduction
The proliferation of nuclear and chemical weapons is one of the most serious threats to international peace and security. These weapons have devastating humanitarian effects in addition to severe environmental consequences. The UNSC plays a central role in preventing the growth of these weapons through sanctions, monitoring systems, and close cooperation with international agencies such as the International Atomic Energy Agency. The treaty on the Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons is at the cornerstone of global non-proliferation efforts (Untied Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs [UNODA], n.d.). However, not all member states fully comply with this agreement, with some having withdrawn or developed weapons outside international agreements.



History
The nuclear non-proliferation treaty of 1968 went into effect in 1970 and seeks to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, promote nuclear energy initiatives and encourage nuclear disarmament. (UNODA, n.d.). Whilst widely supported, significant challenges remain regarding enforcement methods and the destruction of arsenals of nuclear-armed states. North Korea withdrew from the NPT in 2003 and has since conducted multiple nuclear tests. In response, the UNSC has imposed several resolutions to limit access to materials and financial networks (United Nations Security Council, n.d.). Despite these efforts, enforcement gaps and growing regional tensions persist. The Chemical Weapons Committee, operated by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, prohibits the development and use of chemical weapons. While most countries tend to comply, recent violations in Syria have raised concerns about accountability and enforcement methods. Additionally, advancements in technology make monitoring more complex. Illicit networks and non-state actors may also seek access to materials that can be used to manufacture chemical and nuclear weapons. Political instability in certain regions also increases the risk of nuclear arms proliferation. Additionally, disagreements among major powers sometimes weaken unified enforcement efforts. Strengthening verification mechanisms, improving intelligence sharing among member states, and reinforcing compliance systems remain urgent priorities that should be addressed by this committee. Delegates should also discuss how to balance state sovereignty with international security concerns.

               Questions to Consider
1) How can the UNSC strengthen verification without violating national sovereignty.
2) Should sanctions automatically follow treaty violations? Could a better method of enforcement be pursued?
3) How can dual-use materials be better monitored?
4) How could compliance incentives be implemented to encourage denuclearization?
6) How do you balance the desire to boost nuclear energy dependency with nuclear disarmament?
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