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Topic 1: Creating Effective Plans to Lower Fossil Fuel Emissions
Introduction 
In the 21st century, climate change has remained one of the most pressing matters regarding environmental concerns. Fossil fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gases are the main contributors to climate change as they release greenhouse gases into the air which traps heat in the atmosphere. This causes rising temperatures, rising sea levels, and an increase in extreme weather. Despite warnings from the scientific community, countries around the world have unsuccessfully prevented the increase in global emissions. UNEP warns that the commitments that have been made are not adequate in limiting global warming to 1.5°C, the threshold to avoid severe climate impacts.
History
Despite the dire environmental issues we are facing, efforts to regulate and control climate change have started quite recently. One of the first international attempts to combat global warming took place in the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). This convention established the guidelines of a shared responsibility for combating climate change. The UNFCCC established the principle of “common but different responsibilities”, recognizing that every nation should contribute, but the extent of their contribution depends on environmental and economic capabilities. The groundwork established in 1992 would later lead to the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. This was the first treaty to set legally binding plans to reduce emissions for developed nations; unfortunately, there was a limited amount of participation and implementation amongst the countries involved, delaying any plans of achieving long term global emission reductions. Due to the continuous rise in emissions, the international community took lessons from the past and moved forward with the 2015 Paris Agreement. This agreement called for all nations to provide Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), which was a plan for their climate goals. NDCs allowed for a greater amount of participation whilst also revealing major inequalities in regards of resources, capacity, and ambition or lack of financial, technological or political stability.
Current Situation
In spite of worldwide efforts, global emissions are now at record highs, with UNEP’s 2023 reports warning that the world is on track to warm 2.5-2.9°C by 2100. There are multiple factors which contribute to the rise in emissions: reliance on fossil fuels (i.e. coal, gas, and oil), lack of financing, weak enforcement, and lack of efficient technology. Many developing nations face large hurdles in reducing emissions, with heavy reliance on fossil fuels and more important economic priorities. Developed nations face the hurdles of slow implementation and lack of enforcement, along with internal political resistance to transitioning away from legacy energy systems. To conclude, global cooperation has grown, however, the world lacks a strategy which can effectively reduce emissions to a point where they meet international targets.
Questions to Consider:
· How can UNEP support developing countries which struggle financially or politically in transitioning away from fossil fuels?
· How can UNEP ensure that plans on reducing emissions are enforceable?
· Should all nations bear equal responsibility in reducing emissions?
· How should the international community balance economic growth and development with transitioning into cleaner forms of energy?
 
Topic 2: Preserving Biodiversity and Minimizing Species Loss
Introduction
One of the most important factors in the environment is biodiversity. Diversity within environments is important for maintaining food chains and independent systems. However, biodiversity on the Earth is rapidly declining due to the increased emissions of greenhouse gases and exploitive practices. This loss of biodiversity has caused species to become endangered due to habitat destruction, pollution, deforestation, invasive species, and climate change. If the world fails to act against the rapid decrease of biodiversity, the world will lose thousands of species, with 46,000 species already being at risk as of 2024.
History
Like many environmental concerns, global action started during the late 20th century, with scientists documenting the extinction of species and the steady destruction of ecosystems. The first actions to tackle the preservation of biodiversity was in 1992, when the international community adopted the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). This treaty was the first to discuss the conservation of biodiversity, biological resource sustainability, and sharing genetic resources. The CBD was effective in building the framework for strategies on protecting biodiversity and promoting ideas of protecting ecosystems, sustainable land management, and ecosystem conservation. Although progress was being made, the increase usage of fossil fuels and unsustainable industry practices would cause biodiversity around the world to decline even more. In 2010, global goals to reduce species loss by 2020 would be outlined by the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. However, in 2020, the UN found that in an assessment of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, the targets were not fully achieved due to a lack of implementation, insufficient funding, and vague wording. Due to this failed attempt, in 2022, the international community adopted the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. This included the “30x30” goal, which was a plan to protect 30% of land and oceans by 2030. This framework focused on restoring ecosystems, reducing pollution, and promoting indigenous stewardship practices. This framework has only been implemented recently; thus, the results of the project remain out of sight for the time being.
Current Situation
As of today, biodiversity is still under threat and one of the most urgent environmental issues. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) reports that 1 million species will be under the threat of complete extinction within the coming decades. This issue has primarily been caused by human actions such as habitat destruction, deforestation, and climate change. Industrial practices such as dumping plastic, pesticides, and industrial waste into environments have accelerated the degradation of ecosystems worldwide. This has directly contributed to the endangerment of many animal species who had their habitats destroyed.
Questions to Consider:
· How could UNEP support countries which lack economic funding to protect biodiversity?
· How can the international community enforce the protection and conservation of environmental areas?
· Can integrating indigenous stewardship practices help in protecting biodiversity?
· How can countries prevent invasive species from threatening environments which contain endangered species?
· Should developed nations provide greater contributions to global conservation of species and environments?
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